CH. xv.                           LEOMINSTER                                   9
,.   see the leaders of the independent party at Leominster, and     1830
y''      to ascertain in what temper and in what numbers they were      -----
prepared to go to the hustings. The agent was to meet us ^T' 43 at the- last stage of our journey. He did so, and having heard his report in company with my friends, I declared my readiness to go on, or to turn back according to their advice. They were for proceeding, and on reaching Leominster I had to harangue some forty or fifty people by moonlight from the box of the carriage. Next morning the election came on, and I went to meet my competitors at the Town Hall. Lord Hotham and Mr. Marshall had good reasons for not fearing my assault, and it soon became evident that my supporters were more remarkable for zeal than for numerical forces. Preparations were indeed already made for chairing the two favourites of a large majority, and I could see the banners of their party procession through the windows of the Hall. Making a merit of necessity, and having all but exhausted the votes in my favour, I addressed my opponents and their friends, saying that I had come to afford the independent electors and their friends the opportunity of vindicating the rights of an ancient and honoured borough, but finding their numbers unequal to the object, I had no wish to give unnecessary trouble, and should therefore retire at once from the contest with a just sense of the fair treatment I had experienced. My speech was received with cheers, which were repeated from the street, and although a defeated stranger, I passed though the hostile ranks with every demonstration of respect, and was on my way back to London before the procession could set out
" I have to record another unsuccessful attempt of mine to get into Parliament. Southampton was the scene of action, and I went with letters of introduction from Lord Palmerston. A lawyer was to obtain a footing on the hustings, and subsequently to make room for me if I chose to stand. On reaching Southampton, and hearing that the candidates were already engaged in addressing the public, I went at once to the place of meeting and listened to the speeches as one of the crowd assembled in the street for that purpose. I was not long without discovering that my friend the lawyer meant to make